For more information, contact:

MARYLAND CRIME WATCH
Maryland Crime Watch is a program of the
Maryland Community Crime Provention Institute
Palica Training Commission
Department of Public Safety
and Correctional Services
3085 Hernwood Road
Woodstock, Maryland 21163- 1098
{410} 203-1006 or 1-800-303-8802

We encourage phaltocopying or repenting this brochure.
Camira ready prools may be bomowed from Maryiand
Crime Waich

This information was adapted fom the Baltimore
Police Dapartment's Neighborood Walch Brochure.
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ORGANIZE A NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH IN YOUR COMMUNITY.
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
TO YOUR LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT.
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM

Delinition:

A program imvolving the jaint effans of the police or
sheritl’s depariment and the community, designed to
enhance neighborhoad security, heighlen the com.
munity’s power of cbservation, and 1o encourage
mutual assistance and concern among neighbors

Needs:

In recent years, neighborhonds have expenenced
rapid change. The old, well -established neighborhood
has bean replaced by a highly iransient, growing coen.
munity where people seek more and more privacy
This klg-style tends 1o promote unfamdiarity with
reighibors and a corresponding lack of concamn, Lin-
lortunately, this enhances the opportunity for the
criminal elemen! and increases the community's
vulnerability 1o cime

This conditon dsctales the need for @ cnme praven-
tion program which will enhance neighborhood secys-
ty, haighten the community's power of sbaervation and
encourage mulual assistance and congern among
nesghibors.

., Dbjective ol Nelghborhood Watch:

The main objective of Neighborhood Watch is 10
reduce the incdence of cme by:

ma

Increasing citizens' awareness of burglary and
other neighborhood crime throwgh a continuing in-
formation program. [Lilerature distribution)
Teasning cilizens in the means of better proparty
S@Cunty and assist thiem in making heir proparty
more secure.(Oparation Idantification and Secusi.
ty Surveys)

1. Davelopeng a neighbarhood action program where

neighbors help walch sach other's property and
rapart SUSpICIOUS persons and activilies 1o law en-
forcemant agencies. (Neighbarhood Watch)

. Encouraging all citizens i cooperate with law en-

forcement agencies in reporting crime.

. Enligting each homelapartment/business in

Operation |dentlhication,

. Duties and Respanaibllities:
. Nelghbarhood Coordinator

8. Coordinaes activities of Block Captains and
Block Watchers pasticapating in program.

b. Recruits neighborhood residents into the
program.

¢ Acts as a liaison with the police or sherill's
depariment and dissaminaies infarmation com-
municated to them which may lead o the solu-
tion of & crime.

. Block Captain

a. Hosts a Neighborhood Walch meeting.

b, Personally visits each home/apariment/
busineas in his/har block, announcing the
meeling and encouraging neighbors 1o
partcipat.

¢. Acts as a base station for Operation ldentifica-
ticn, In this manner, nesghbors can pick up
Operation Identification malerials from fhesr
Block Captain in order 10 participate in the pro-
gram. The goal of 100% panicipalion s essen-
fial in prder 10 achieve the program objectives.
Thi: Bhock Capiain is encouraged to personally
conlact those naighbors who have nol par-
ticipased in the program

d. Acts as a liaison with the law enlorcemen
depariment and disseminales any inlormation
commanscated 1o them which may lead fo the
salubson of a crime,

&, Desiributes Crime Prevention matenals to those
ressdinis wihd wore unable 1o atend meatings.

| Cooperates and assists Meighborhood
Coordenator.

. Block Watcher

B, Acts a5 eyes and ears 1or their nesghbors and
fepons any suspscious activity,

b. Stuches crime prevention malerials lemished to
Them,

¢. Checks neighbons’ homes when ey are
oul-of - b,

d. Cooperates and asssis the Block Captain,

¢ Farticipates in Operation ldantilication



WHAT IS SUSPICIOUS?

The effectivenass of a law enforcament departmant's
irim@ prevantion etforts is enhanced by aclive participa-
ion on the part of cifizens, By cafling to repon suspicious
WS0NS OF Activity, you nat onty aid the police or shart
'0U make your cammunity a saler place 10 live

Some peopls fail io call simply becauss they are nol
iware of activifies hal might be suspicious. Others may
iofice suspicious activity and hesitate to call for fear of
»eing labeled 4 'nosy neighbor” or & “crank."" Still others
akg if for granted that someane &ise has already caled.

CALL 911 or your local law énfarcement depariment
MMEDIATELY when you ohserve suspicious aclivity. D0
40T worry about " bothering” hem. DO NOT worry about
wing smbarrassed if your suspicions prove unfounded,
THINK INSTEAD ABOUT WHAT COULD HAPPEM IF
fOU DO NOT ACT,

INFORMATION MOST OFTEN NEEDED

What happened? When did it happen? Where did i
happen? Was anyone hur?

Description of Persons: (Include clothing). Whan
descnibing suspects nolice age, race, ek, haight and
weight. Compare your own weight and hisight with Tha
suspacts, Pick oul some unadue characienshcs (scars,
nose, jowelry, etc.) thal will heip you identity ha
suspect in the future if need ba.

Description of Vehicle: License number, make,

maded, color, any noficeabls damage and direction of

frawvel,

REMEMBER: FOR POLICE ASSISTANCE DlaL
911 or the kaw enforcement depart-
ment in your ares.

OBVIQUS THINGS TO WATCH FOR

3asically, anything that saems even slightly “eut of place”
Ir ig gecurring at an unusual time of day or night, could
e criminal activify. Same of the most obvious activilies
@ watch for and report include:

A slranger antering your neighbor's house when it ig
unaccupied, may be a burglar

A scream heard anywhare may mean robbery or
assault

Otters of merchandise at ndiculously low prices could
mean sfofan propéry,

Anyang remaving accessaries, license plates or gas
from a car should ba reporad,

Anyone peering into parked cars may be looking for
a car Ip steal or for valuables laf displayed in the car,

Persans enfering or leaving a business place aftar
hours could mean burglars,

A saund of bredkmg glass or faud explasive foises
could mean an accident, burglary, ar vandalism

Persons loilering around schools, parks and secluded
argas cowld be sev cffenders

Persons loitering in the neighbarhood who do not live
thara could B burglars.

Anyone fonaing enfrance (g, or tampermg #ith &
residence, business of vehicle should be reparied

SOME NOT 50 OBVIOUS THINGS TO WATCH FOR

Mol evary siranger who comeas into your nighuarhood
i 4 crminal oy &ty means, There are many poriectly
legtimate door-10-door salesmen, repairmen, and ses-
vicemen moving afound our nesghborhoods all the time.
But criminals do take advantage of this by assuming the
guise of legitimate husiness represantatves. After all, if
a criminal looked like a criminal, no one would have
any trouble spotting him.

Check ideniification of alf soiiciors, mates readers, and
repairmen prior 10 allowing enlry into your home, Be
suspiclous of an Jleged deliveryman with a wrang ad-
dress or asking il someana alse lives there, Some of the
not 50 obwious things fo watch for are:

Someone Going Door-to-Door In Your Heighbarhood

Watch for awhile, If, after & lew houses are visited, cne
or mare of the persons thes a door 10 Sea it it 15 locked,
looks indc windews or goas into a back or side yard, it could
be a burglar. Such action is even more suspicious if gne
persa ramains i the frant when e docurs or if thare
is & car following & few houses away. Gall your local law
entorcement department or 911 immadiately: do not walt
far the persan 10 leave.

One or More Juveniles Walking Casually Through The
Neighbarhaod Looking into Automobiles, Backyards,
Ec.

A Person Running, Espacially il Carrying Semething
of Value,
Someone Carrying Property:

I i's at an unusual hour, o in an unusual place. o i
the praperty is nol wrapped as if just purchased.

A Person Exhibiting Unusual Mental or Physical
Symptoms:

May ba injured, under the nfluence of drugs or ctherwise
neading madical or psychiziric assistance

Human Traffic to And From a Certain Residence:

Is not suspecious unless it occuts oo a daily or very
regular bass; especially during late or unusual haurs, It
could possibly be the scene of vice activities or a fence
operation
Any Person Taking & Shorfcut Through a Backyard:

May have just broken into your neighbor's homa.

Any Vehicle Moving Slowly And Without Lights or
Fallawing 2 Course That Appears Aimiess or Aepetitive
in Any Location:

Bul patticulary so in areas of schools. parks and
playgrounds. Occupants may be lodking for places bo rob

of 10 burglarize, or they could be drug pushers or sex
olfenders.

Parked, Occupied Vehicles Containing One or More
Persons:

W it is an unusual hour they could be leokouts for a
burgiary in prograss. aven if the octupants appear 1o be
legrlimate

Vehicles Being Loaded With Valuables il Parked in
Front of a Closed Business:

Or ynattended residence—even i the vehiclk i &
legilimaa loaking commercial vehiche Meore and mare pro-
fessional thieves are laking the time and trouble to
customize their vehicies wilh spacial sigrs in onder to mave
more freely without susgicion.

Apparen! Business Transactions Conducted From &
Vehicle:

Especialty around schuols or parks: H juvenies are in.
volved, it could mean 2 possitle drug sale

Persons Being Forced Into Vehiclas:

Especially if juveniles or females, may mean a
kidnapping

An Abandoned Vehicle Parked On Your Block:
May be a siolen car,

Continuous Repair Operalions at Mon-Business
Locations:

Could mean stolan proparty is baing siripped, rapainted
or otherwise allerad.

Open or Broken Doors or Windows st 3 Closed
Business or Residence:

if owners &re absent, could mean a burglary in progress
or already compbeted.,
A Beam From a Flashlight in 2 Nelghbor's Home:
Especially if they are away.
Persons Wearing or Carrying Bloody Clothing:
Could be a suspect or vichim of a serious crime.
Persons Making a Quick Change of Vehicles:

May bie altempling lo elude the pobce or abandoning
a sioben vehacle,

While some, if nat all, of the suspicious situations
deschbed could have innpeend explanations. law enforte.
men departments would rather investioase a crimea-prone
Situahon han be called when it is oo late. Your call could

save a lile, prevent an injury, or stop & criminal act.
BE ALERT!

N -
f _ Protect your home

£

\, and property with
OPERATION
IDENTIFICATION

Oparation |dentification is a property marking program
Thal has been succasshul in reducing or eliminating
hurglary and theft in communities wher it has been pro-
perly implemented.

The program is baged on the promise that ilems that
are ditfcult for a thiel 1o sell are Jess likely 1o be stalen.

It is easy 1o join Operation Idenification and costs you
nothing bul a ktle time

FIRST ~—List all your valable progerty on fhe
inveniony form provided by tha law en-
farcement departmant,

SECOND — Engrave your drver's license number
on the property.

THIRD ~— Display the Operation Identificalion Stick-
Bf5 0N your doors and windows lo wam
the potential thisf that all dems have
been marked for ready identification by
Law Enforcement Agencies.

Contact your local law enlorcement department for
Operation |denlification materials,



